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The Reading House READING HOUSE NEWS

Jen Gilroy writes romance and 
women’s fiction – uplifting books 
with heart and hope – about 
women finding home, family 
and new beginnings, and finding 
themselves too. 

What inspired the story behind The 
Sweetheart Locket ? 
In 2019 I visited the fantastic 1940s Home Front 
Museum in Llandudno, Wales. In one of the 
displays, I learned about the sweetheart jewellery 
those serving in the armed forces gave loved 
ones at home. From there, my story about a 
Royal Air Force (RAF) sweetheart locket grew. The 
Sweetheart Locket also draws on my own family 
history. In August 1939, one of my great-aunts, 
who was then working in England, returned to 
Canada on one of the last civilian passenger ships 
before war was declared. When I knew her as an 
elderly lady, she mused about how different her 
life might have been if she’d stayed in England 
during the war. That ‘what if’ question was a 
starting point for The Sweetheart Locket too. 

Do you have a favourite historical period 
to write about? 
At the moment, I’m enjoying writing about the 
Second World War and women’s wartime roles 
in particular. So much of women’s history has 
either been overlooked or hidden from the bigger 
historical narrative and it’s exciting to learn about 
the often extraordinary achievements of ordinary 
women. I also find World War Two women’s 
history inspiring because it’s still close enough to 

be within living memory for some and has helped 
me see members of my own family in a new light. 

How did you go about researching the 
historical timeline in your book? 
Before I started writing Second World War fiction, 
it was one of my favourite historical periods 
to read about. Several years ago, though, I 
read a newspaper article about women who’d 
worked undercover in France for Britain’s Special 
Operations Executive (SOE). It sparked my 
curiosity so I began researching and reading 
widely about the SOE and women agents in 
particular. I also read published diaries of women’s 
wartime experiences and other reference material 
available online and in person, including from 
London’s Imperial War Museum. There’s an author 
note at the end of the book with more information 
about my research sources, as well as suggestions 
for further reading.

What are you looking forward to most 
about hearing The Sweetheart Locket in 
audio? 
I’m excited about hearing the two narrators, Polly 
Edsell and Regina Reagan, bring my characters 
and story to life. When I first heard their voices, 
they sounded as I imagined Maggie and Willow 
do so I can’t wait to listen to The Sweetheart Locket 
in audio. 

How important 
are libraries for 
an author? 
For me, libraries are 
hugely important 
as both an author 
and reader. I’ve 
been an avid 
library user since 
childhood and 
visit my local 
library every few weeks to borrow 
books, access online resources and request 
research materials. Libraries helped me learn to 
love books and reading and, as a child, nurture 
a dream of being a published author. Seeing my 
books in libraries is a dream come true. I also 
appreciate the events they host to support authors 
and, of course, libraries buy books in various 
formats which helps me reach new readers.

INTRODUCING JEN GILROY  

c
 Robin Spencer, Spencer Studio
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READING HOUSE NEWS

“
“Some might say we’ve saved 
the best till last this year! 
Family saga fans have lots of new series to look forward 
to. Travel to Grimsby with Tracy Baines, settle on the 
shores of Jubilee Lake with Anna Jacobs, or browse 
the wartime bookshop with Lesley Eames. We have 
the first instalments in all of these new series for you this 
issue, and we’re already looking forward to new books 
next year. 

Winner of the Women’s Prize 2020 Maggie O’Farrell is back with a dazzling new 
novel exploring the Italian Renaissance. Jane Austen fans will love Gill Hornby’s latest 
literary reimagining, Godmersham Park. Graham Norton narrates his darkly comic 
novel, Forever Home. And we’re welcoming Jen Gilroy to our lists. You can read all 
about her gripping and emotional WW2 novel, The Sweetheart Locket, in our exclusive 
interview on page 2. 

For mystery fans there’s new titles from series favourites including Anne Perry, Rebecca 
Tope, Doug Johnstone and Frances Brody to name a few. If you’re looking for 
something a bit darker, you’ll be spoilt for choice with addictive new thrillers from Ruth 
Ware and Clare Mackintosh, and a short story collection from C.J. Tudor that will 
have you sleeping with the lights on!

And finally, not forgetting non-fiction fans, former Tornado Navigator John Nichol tells 
the incredible story of the RAF Tornado force during the First Gulf War, Ben Macintyre 
reveals the astonishing inside story of Colditz, and Call the Midwife fans are in for a treat 
with a collection of previously unpublished stories set in the 1950s East End of London. 

Aimee Marshall
Publishing and Marketing Executive

The Reading House A5 Oct-Dec 2022 - recreate.indd   3The Reading House A5 Oct-Dec 2022 - recreate.indd   3 20/09/2022   09:5020/09/2022   09:50



FAMILY SAGA

KATE EASTHAM
THE SEA NURSES
1914. Evie Munro is a Scottish fisher 
girl, working the herring season from 
Wick to Great Yarmouth. But when 
Germany declares war, everything 
changes. Her happiness destroyed, 
Evie joins the war effort as an army 
nurse, caring for wounded soldiers on 
hospital ship Britannic. But as the war 
rages on and the ship comes under 
direct fire, Evie’s courage is put to the 
ultimate test.

Read by Polly Edsell
October 2022
8hrs 45mins £27.49

KATIE FLYNN  
THE WINTER ROSE
Liverpool, 1941. After German bombs 
shatter the life Cadi has built for 
herself in Liverpool, she is more de-
termined than ever to sign up and do 
her bit. Joining the WAAF also means 
she is closer to her beau – until Jez is 
sent thousands of miles from home. 
But while Jez is in Africa, someone 
from the past starts spreading vicious 
rumours that could threaten their 
relationship...

Read by Anne Dover
November 2022
11hrs 15mins  £30.49

ANNA JACOBS
SILVER WISHES
Lancashire, 1897. As the country 
celebrates Queen Victoria’s diamond 
jubilee, a new community is forming 
on the banks of a lake in the Pennines. 
‘Jubilee Lake’ will bring employment 
to the local villagers, and pleasure to 
holidaymakers from across the county 
– but the landowner needs an heir to 
run his new business... 

Read by Catherine Harvey
December 2022
10hrs 15mins  £29.49

TRACY BAINES  
THE WOMEN OF FISHERS 
WHARF
Great Grimsby, 1912. After the death 
of his father and brother, newlywed 
fisherman Alec Hardy decides to make 
a fresh start with his young wife Letty. 
But where Alec goes, so does his wid-
owed mother, Carrie, and she has yet 
to come to terms with taking second 
place in her son’s life...

Read by Catherine Harvey
October 2022
9hrs 30mins £28.49

CATHERINE COOKSON  
HER SECRET SON
Cock Shield Farm, 1881. After Molly 
Geary finds herself pregnant with land-
owner Angus McBain’s child, she is left 
distraught and ruined. McBain devises 
a plan to claim his employee, Davie 
Armstrong, as the father to Molly’s 
child. Leaving the pair forced to marry, 
the issue appears resolved. But with 
secrecy comes consequences...

Read by Anne Dover
November 2022
12hrs 10mins £30.49

LESLEY EAMES 
THE WARTIME BOOKSHOP
Alice moves to the village of Church-
wood with her retired father just as 
WWII breaks out. Kate lives with her 
family on Brimbles Farm, where her 
father and brothers treat her no better 
than a servant. Naomi is a wealthy 
‘take-charge’ sort of woman, who 
owns the best house in the village. 
Can starting up The Wartime Bookshop 
bring these three women together?

Read by Polly Edsell
November 2022
10hrs 20mins £29.49

COVER TO BE REVEALED

COVER TO BE REVEALED
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GENERAL FICTION

ANNA JACOBS
LARCH TREE LANE
Maggie Hatherall is full of life 
despite her advancing years. Lucia 
Grey has escaped a bad marriage. 
And for architect Corin Drayton, an 
unexpected inheritance is the start of a 
complicated family wrangle. From the 
cottages and farms to the local shop, 
pub and old manor house, the lives of 
the Larch Tree Lane residents are set to 
intertwine and relationships bloom...

Read by Julia Barrie
November 2022
9hrs 15mins £28.49

FAY KEENAN  
WINTER KISSES AT ROSEFORD 
CAFÉ
The Somerset village of Roseford is 
the set for the latest Christmas movie. 
When Lucy Cameron is asked to fulfil a 
last-minute catering order on set, she 
can’t believe her luck. Lucy’s teenage 
crush, Finn Sanderson, is the star of 
the film, and as she starts to get to 
know him her feelings grow. But are 
happy-ever-afters just the preserve of 
romantic Christmas movies?

Read by Harriet Hare
October 2022
8hrs 25mins  £27.49

GRAHAM NORTON
FOREVER HOME
Carol is a divorced teacher living in a 
small town in Ireland. A second chance 
at love brings her unexpected connec-
tion and belonging. But the new rela-
tionship sparks local speculation and 
when Declan becomes ill, things start 
to fall apart. It seems there are secrets 
in Declan’s past – strange rumours 
that were never confronted...

Read by the Author
November 2022
9hrs 5mins  £28.49

JEN GILROY  
THE SWEETHEART LOCKET
London, 1939. Canadian Maggie 
Wyndham is torn between two countries, 
two men and living a life of lies working 
for the Special Operations Executive. Mag-
gie’s RAF sweetheart locket is part of who 
she is...and who she isn’t. San Francisco, 
2019. Twenty years after Maggie’s death, 
her daughter and granddaughter take a 
DNA test that yields unexpected results 
leading them on a search for the truth.

Read by Polly Edsell &  
Regina Reagan
October 2022
10hrs 20mins  £29.49

FELICITY HAYES-MCCOY 
THE KEEPSAKE QUILTERS
When London TV producer Penny finds 
herself unexpectedly pregnant, her 
mother Val and grandmother Margue-
rite decide to make a keepsake quilt 
for the baby. But as they begin to piece 
together treasured textiles, Marguerite 
becomes fascinated by a mysterious 
portrait of her own mother and Val is 
forced to confront her feelings about 
the past...

Read by Caroline Lennon
December 2022
9hrs 30mins £28.49

GILL HORNBY 
GODMERSHAM PARK
January 1804. Anne Sharpe arrives at 
Godmersham Park in Kent to take up 
the position of governess. She has just 
begun to settle when dashing Henry 
Austen and his younger sister Jane 
come to stay. Despite her best endeav-
ours, Anne finds that she is beginning 
to fall in love. But has her survival at 
Godmersham Park just become a good 
deal more precarious?

Read by Bessie Carter
December 2022
11hrs £29.49

COVER TO BE REVEALED

COVER TO BE REVEALED
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GENERAL FICTION / MYSTERY

ALYS CLARE
THE MAN IN THE SHADOWS
Private investigators Lily Raynor and 
Felix Wilbraham tackle a puzzling 
miscarriage of justice and the curious 
case of a missing child, in the new, 
gripping World’s End Bureau Victorian 
mystery.

Read by Lucy Scott
October 2022
9hrs 35mins £28.49

HELEN COX 
MURDER IN A MILL TOWN
When a violent murder shatters the 
otherwise peaceful idyll of Andaby near 
Hebden Bridge, DS Charlotte Banks can’t 
help but suspect that her brother Ewan – 
recently released from prison – is behind 
it. She turns to the only people who can 
help her in an investigation this personal: 
Kitt Hartley and Grace Edwards. When a 
second victim goes missing however, the 
clock starts ticking...

Read by Colleen Prendergast
October 2022
7hrs 15mins  £26.49

ANNE GLENCONNER
A HAUNTING AT HOLKHAM
Lady Anne Coke returns home to 
discover a mystery: her beloved 
grandfather has been found dead at 
the bottom of a flight of stairs with a 
valuable piece of jewellery in his pocket. 
During World War II, Holkham Hall was 
an army base with large sections out of 
bounds, and eleven-year-old Anne used 
the secret passageways to move around 
unnoticed. Could something she saw 
then unlock the mystery?

Read by Miranda Raison
November 2022
8hrs  5mins £26.49

MAGGIE O’FARRELL  
THE MARRIAGE PORTRAIT
1561. Lucrezia, Duchess of Ferrara, is 
taken on an unexpected visit to a country 
villa by her husband, Alfonso. As they sit 
down to dinner it occurs to Lucrezia that 
he intends to kill her. Lucrezia is 16 years 
old and has led a sheltered life locked 
away inside Florence’s grandest palazzo. 
Here, in this remote villa, she is entirely 
at the mercy of her increasingly erratic 
husband... 

Read by Genevieve Gaunt with 
Maggie O’Farrell
October 2022
13hrs 30mins  £32.49

FRANCES BRODY  
A MANSION FOR MURDER
Yorkshire, 1930. Intrigued by a mys-
terious letter from a stranger, Private 
Investigator Kate Shackleton arrives 
in the mill village of Saltaire to meet 
the letter writer, Ronnie Creswell. But 
Kate soon hears the shocking news 
that Ronnie has been killed. At first his 
death appears to be a tragic accident 
at the mill, but soon it becomes clear 
that Ronnie’s demise was no mishap...

Read by Anne Dover
November 2022
9hrs 30mins £28.49

STEVE BURROWS  
A FOREBODING OF PETRELS
On suspension and unable to work, DCI 
Domenic Jejeune finds his attention 
snared by an unexplained death at an 
Antarctic research base. Meanwhile, 
DS Danny Maik investigates a string of 
arson attacks in Norfolk. As they attempt 
to unravel a web of leads involving 
Antarctic researchers, climate scientists 
and billionaire philanthropists, Jejeune is 
forced to decide how much he is willing 
to sacrifice in the pursuit of truth.

Read by David Thorpe
October 2022
11hrs £29.49
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MYSTERY

CLARE MACKINTOSH
THE LAST PARTY
Rhys Lloyd is hosting a New Year’s 
Party. His lakeside holiday homes are 
a success, and he’s invited the village 
to drink champagne with their new 
neighbours. But by midnight, Rhys 
will be dead. DC Ffion Morgan has a 
village full of suspects. The tiny com-
munity is her home, so the suspects 
are her neighbours, friends and family 
– and Ffion has her own secrets to 
protect.

Read by Chloe Angharad Davies
October 2022
13hrs 25mins £30.49

ADA MONCRIEFF  
MURDER AT THE THEATRE 
ROYALE
December 1935. Catastrophe strikes 
on opening night of director Chester 
Harrison’s production of A Christmas 
Carol at the London Theatre Royale: 
Scrooge dies on stage, the result (it is 
presumed) of a heart attack. But the 
show must go on. Until, that is, a lead-
ing theatre critic is killed backstage. 
Budding journalist Daphne King takes 
up the case...

Read by Joan Walker
November 2022
5hrs 25mins  £24.49

LEONORA NATRASS
BLUE WATER
The Atlantic, 1795. A stolen treaty and 
a murderer on board. Disgraced former 
Foreign Office clerk Laurence Jago 
returns in the sequel to Black Drop.  

Read by David Thorpe
December 2022
9hrs 55mins  £28.49

DOUG JOHNSTONE  
BLACK HEARTS
Danger lurks close to home for the 
Skelf women...A fist-fight by an open 
grave leads Dorothy to investigate the 
possibility of a faked death, while a 
young woman’s obsession with Han-
nah threatens her relationship with 
Indy. An elderly man claims he’s being 
abused by the ghost of his late wife, 
while ghosts of another kind come 
back to haunt Jenny.

Read by Sarah Barron
October 2022
7hrs  10mins £26.49

STUART JOHNSTONE  
RUN TO GROUND
Don Colyear has begun his career in Ed-
inburgh’s CID, but the transition has not 
been easy. And when Colyear’s investi-
gation of a mysterious death spirals into 
a complicated case centred around a 
massive consignment of Class A drugs, 
a double murder and a clash between 
low-level and professional criminals, his 
instincts are put to the test.

Read by David Monteath
December 2022
10hrs £29.49

E.C.R. LORAC 
CROOK O’ LUNE
It all began with sheep-stealing. Then 
came arson. Holidaying with his friends 
the Hoggetts in High Gimmerdale while 
on a trip to find some farmland for his 
retirement, Robert Macdonald agrees to 
help in investigating the identity of the 
sheep-stealers, before being dragged 
into a case requiring his full experience 
as Chief Inspector of Scotland Yard.

Read by David Thorpe
November 2022
7hrs 40mins £27.49
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MYSTERY / NON-FICTION

BEN MACINTYRE
COLDITZ
PRISONERS OF THE CASTLE

In a forbidding Gothic castle on a hilltop 
in the heart of Nazi Germany, an unlikely 
band of British officers spent the Second 
World War plotting daring escapes 
from their Nazi captors. Or so the story 
of Colditz has gone, unchallenged for 
70 years. But that tale contains only 
part of the truth. This is the astonishing 
inside story, revealed for the first time by 
bestselling historian Ben Macintyre.   

Read by the Author
October 2022
13hrs 25mins £30.49

JOHN NICHOL 
TORNADO
IN THE EYE OF THE STORM

In 1990, Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein 
ordered the invasion and occupation 
of neighbouring Kuwait, setting in 
motion a chain of events that had 
unimaginable political, military and 
personal repercussions, which still 
reverberate around the globe today. 
This is the story of the aircrew at the 
heart of Operation Desert Storm.

Read by Andrew Wincott
November 2022
18hrs 40mins  £36.99

JENNIFER WORTH  
WITH SUZANNAH WORTH
TOFFEE APPLES AND QUAIL 
FEATHERS
NEW STORIES FROM CALL THE MIDWIFE 

A collection of highlights from Jennifer 
Worth’s Call the Midwife with previ-
ously unpublished stories featuring 
much loved, familiar characters such as 
Fred the boiler man.  

Read by Charlotte Strevens & 
Juliet Stevenson
December 2022
6hrs 20mins £25.49

ANNE PERRY  
THE FOURTH ENEMY
Daniel Pitt’s old friend Inspector Ian 
Frobisher alerts him to the fact that one 
of England’s most influential newspa-
per tycoons, Malcolm Vayne, is about to 
be arrested for fraud. Daniel soon finds 
himself assisting with a chilling criminal 
exploration into a murky world of pow-
er, greed and pure evil that endangers 
his wife Miriam’s life...

Read by Will Close
December 2022
12hrs 20mins  £30.49

MICHAEL STANLEY  
A DEADLY COVENANT
While building a pipeline, a contractor 
unearths the remains of a long-dead 
Bushman. Detective David ‘Kubu’ Bengu 
of Botswana CID and Scottish pathologist, 
Ian MacGregor, are sent to investigate, 
and skeletons of eight more men are also 
discovered. Shortly after, the elder of a 
nearby village is murdered. As accusations 
of corruption are levelled and internation-
al outrage builds, Kubu and his colleagues 
uncover a deadly covenant.

Read by Ben Onwukwe
November 2022
10hrs 20mins £29.49

REBECCA TOPE 
BETRAYAL IN THE COTSWOLDS
A handsome, if slightly shabby, stone 
house in Upper Oddington is home 
to Umberto Kingly as well as his three 
dogs and will be Thea Slocombe’s latest 
house-sitting assignment. Without even 
a local shop, Thea expects the location to 
be one of her quietest, until the serene 
atmosphere is shattered by a fatal hit-
and-run.

Read by Caroline Lennon
October 2022
9hrs 5mins £28.49
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SUSPENSE / THRILLER

CHRIS OFFUTT
SHIFTY’S BOYS
Mick Hardin is an Army CID officer 
home on leave, recovering from an IED 
attack and flirting with prescription 
painkillers, when a body is found in the 
centre of town. It’s Barney Kissick, the 
local heroin dealer, and the city police 
see it as an occupational hazard. But 
when Barney’s mother, Shifty, asks Mick 
to take a look, it seems there’s more to 
the killing than it seems. 

Read by Jeff Harding
October 2022
6hrs 20mins £25.49

FIONA SUSSMAN  
THE DOCTOR’S WIFE
Nothing in pottery teacher Stan 
Andino’s uneventful existence has 
prepared him for the moment his wife 
is diagnosed with a brain tumour. 
Longstanding family friends Austin and 
Tibbie Lamb do everything possible 
to assist the family during their time 
of crisis. But then Tibbie’s body is 
discovered at the bottom of Browns 
Bay cliffs...

Read by Toby Webster
October 2022
9hrs 55mins  £28.49

SCOTT TUROW
SUSPECT
Lucia Gomez is a female police chief in 
a man’s world and she’s walked a fine 
line to succeed at the top. Now a trio 
of police officers in Kindle County have 
accused her of soliciting sex for pro-
motions and she’s in deep. Rik Dudekis 
an attorney and old friend of Lucia’s. 
He’s the only one she can trust...It’s 
cops against cops in this hive of lies.

Read by Robert G. Slade
October 2022
14hrs 20mins  £32.49

C.J. TUDOR  
A SLIVER OF DARKNESS
Timeslips. Doomsday scenarios. Killer 
butterflies. Eleven captivating and 
twisted tales of the macabre from the 
Sunday Times bestselling author of The 
Chalk Man.  

Read by C.J. Tudor, Richie 
Campbell, Dakota Blue 
Richards, Roy McMillan & 
Richard Armitage
October 2022
7hrs 15mins £26.49

RUTH WARE 
THE IT GIRL
It was Hannah who found April’s body 
ten years ago. It was Hannah who 
didn’t question what she saw that 
day. Did her testimony put an innocent 
man in prison? She needs to know the 
truth. Even if it means questioning her 
own friends. Even if it means putting 
her own life at risk. Because if the 
killer wasn’t a stranger, it’s someone 
she knows...

Read by Imogen Church
October 2022
17hrs 10mins £33.49

STEPHEN LEATHER  
LAS VEGAS NIGHT
Las Vegas is known as Sin City. And what 
happens in Vegas usually stays in Vegas. 
But someone in the city has powers that 
allow them to strike anywhere in the 
world and take lives – for a price. Jack 
Nightingale has a track record of dealing 
with occult but this time the only way to 
find the killer is to set himself up as bait.

Read by Paul Thornley
October 2022
8hrs 50mins £28.49
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ALEXANDRA BENEDICT
THE CHRISTMAS MURDER GAME 
Lily never intended to return to  the fam-
ily home where her mother died  years 
ago. Until she receives a letter from her 
aunt, asking her to return to take part 
in the Christmas Game. The challenge? 
Solve twelve clues. The prize? The deeds 
to the house. Lily has no desire to win 
the house. But her aunt makes one more 
promise: the clues will also reveal who 
really killed Lily’s mother. However, the 
game soon turns deadly... 

Mystery
December 2022
354pp  £22.99

KATIE FLYNN
THE WINTER ROSE  
Liverpool, 1941. After German bombs 
shatter the life Cadi has built for 
herself in Liverpool, she is more  
determined than ever to sign up and 
do her bit. Joining the WAAF also 
means she is closer to her beau – until 
Jez is sent thousands of miles from 
home. But while Jez is in Africa, some-
one from the past starts spreading 
vicious rumours that could threaten 
their relationship...

Family Saga
November 2022
396pp  £23.99

LARGE PRINT

FERN BRITTON  
THE GOOD SERVANT  
1932. Marion Crawford is ready to make 
her mark on the world. Until a twist of fate 
changes the course of her life forever... 
Windsor Castle, 1936.  An ordinary 
woman is in a new world, working as a 
governess to two young princesses, in 
a household she calls home but where 
everyone is at a distance. But when she 
meets George, and falls in love for the first 
time, Marion faces an impossible choice.

General Fiction
November 2022
558pp  £22.99

MICK HERRON  
BAD ACTORS 
In MI5 a scandal is brewing, when 
a key member of Downing Street 
disappears without a trace. Claude 
Whelan is tasked with tracking her 
down. But the trail leads straight 
back to MI5’s HQ itself, with its chief, 
as prime suspect.  In a world where 
lying, cheating and backstabbing is the 
norm, bad actors are bending the rules 
for their own gain and the slow horses 
will need to get their act together.

Thriller
October 2022
402pp  £22.99

LEE CHILD WITH ANDREW CHILD 
NO PLAN B 
Gerrardsville, Colorado. One tragic 
event. Two witnesses. One witness sees 
a woman throw herself in front of a 
bus. But Jack Reacher sees a man push 
the victim to her death. Reacher follows 
the killer on foot, not knowing that this 
was no random act of violence. It is part 
of something much bigger: a secret 
conspiracy, with powerful people on the 
take, enmeshed in an elaborate plot.

Thriller
December 2022
396pp  £23.99

VARIOUS  
MARPLE 
Twelve further adventures of Agatha 
Christie’s Miss Marple, penned by twelve 
masters of crime.

Mystery
December 2022
366pp  £23.99
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CHRISTMAS NEW RELEASES

SHEILA NORTON  
WINTER AT CLIFF’S END 
COTTAGE
Cliff’s End Cottage is a local landmark. 
Perched on the South Devon coast, its gar-
den has begun slowly toppling into the sea, 
yet the elderly and infamously stubborn 
owner Stella refuses to leave. When Holly, a 
young journalist, decides to interview Stella, 
she’s given short shrift at first. However, a 
tentative friendship soon begins to develop 
between the two lonely women.

General Fiction
Read by Jilly Bond & Chloe Endean
October 2022
10hrs 48mins £29.49

HEIDI SWAIN
A CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
When Paige turns up unannounced at 
Wynthorpe Hall, she discovers the place 
she knew when she was growing up 
has changed beyond all recognition. 
She’s only planning to stay for a short 
time but is quickly pulled into local life...

General Fiction 
Read by Karen Cass
November 2022
12hrs £30.49

MAISIE THOMAS  
A CHRISTMAS MIRACLE FOR 
THE RAILWAY GIRLS
Manchester, 1942. When Cordelia’s 
daughter Emily falls for a young chap 
who doesn’t meet the approval of her 
father, Cordelia is reminded of her own 
first love. Mabel is determined to get to 
the bottom of a spate of local burglaries. 
And it’s nothing short of a miracle when 
Colette returns to Manchester. 

Family Saga 
Read by Julia Franklin
November 2022
10hrs 50mins  £29.49

KIM M. WATT
YULE BE SORRY
One should never meddle in the affairs 
of dragons, but someone has been doing 
just that. They’ve been making imitation 
dragon scale baubles and kidnapping 
delivery drivers all over the Yorkshire 
Dales. Beaufort Scales is hot on the 
trail but is having political problems at 
home. That leaves Alice, Miriam and 
the Toot Hansell Women’s Institute to 
investigate...

Mystery 
Read by Patricia Gallimore
October 2022
11hrs 5mins  £29.49

CARTER DICKSON
THE WHITE PRIORY MURDERS
James Bennett has been invited to stay 
at White Priory for Christmas, among 
the retinue of the glamorous Hollywood 
actress Marcia Tait. Her producer, her 
lover, her playwright and her agent are 
all here along with the haughty master 
of the estate, Canifes and his daughter. 
But they all become suspects when she 
is found dead on Christmas morning... 

Mystery
Read by John Telfer
December 2022
8hrs 35mins £27.49

EDWARD MARSTON
THE RAILWAY DETECTIVE’S 
CHRISTMAS CASE
December 1864. An excursion train comes 
through a tunnel in the Malvern Hills, only 
to be confronted by a blockage. The driver 
manages to slow the train down and 
when excursion organiser Cyril Hubbleday 
alights he is shot dead by a sniper. With 
Christmas around the corner, Inspector 
Robert Colbeck and Sergeant Victor 
Leeming must solve the case quickly.

Mystery
Read by Sam Dastor
December 2022
9hrs 25mins  £28.49
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AUDIO
BOOKS

All prices are correct at the time of going to press but are subject to change without notice.

complete and unabridged audiobooks

Browse our complete range and buy securely and swiftly by visiting our website at  

www.thereadinghouse.co.uk
Please note: prices in this catalogue do not include Postage & Packing. 

Please email: thereadinghouse@firstygroup.com for any help and advice.

Do let us know if you require additional copies of The Reading House,  
or if you do NOT wish to receive The Reading House in future.

Replacement CDs and MP3s CDs are available, please contact us for details.
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AU RO R A

COMPLETE AND UNABRIDGED AUDIOBOOKS

The Reading House

Call 0116 497 1233 for help and information

Visit our website www.thereadinghouse.co.uk to place your order
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