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Nicola Gill lives in London with her 
husband and two sons. At the age of five, 
when all the other little girls wanted to be 
ballet dancers, she decided she wanted to 
be an author. Her ballet teacher was very 
relieved. When she’s not at her desk, you 
can usually find Nicola reading, cooking 
up vast vats of food for friends and family 
or watching box sets. Occasionally she 
even leaves the house...

What encouraged you to turn your hand to writing 
fiction? 
I first announced (rather grandly!) that I wanted to be an 
author when I was five. So, I think the desire has always 
been there. That said, it took me a while to start writing 
fiction. I think this was partly for all the all the usual reasons 
– work, family – and partly because of a lack of confidence.

Is there a book or author that’s inspired you most? 
Hmm, that’s a difficult question because I’m a voracious 
reader with eclectic tastes. There are many authors who 
inspire me. Katherine Heiny, Anne Tyler, David Nicholls and 
Nick Hornby to name just some of them.

What are you currently reading or listening to? 
I’m currently reading Romantic Comedy by Curtis Sittenfeld. I 
adore her writing and this book does not disappoint.

What inspired the story behind Swimming for 
Beginners? 
I think the kernel of the idea was how a chance encounter 
can change your life. 

Introduce us to Loretta. What’s facing her at the start 
of the book? 
Loretta likes her life exactly how it is: neat, ordered and 

under control. At the start of the book, she’s chasing a 
promotion at work and engaged to a man whose five-year 
plan aligns with hers. Kids do not feature in her plans.

If you could give her any advice, what would it be? 
Equally, would she give you any advice? 
If I was to give Loretta advice is would be to embrace her 
‘weirdness’. I’m not sure what advice she’d give me, but it 
would certainly be very direct! Maybe she’d tell myself to be 
less open about my feelings.

Tell us about Phoebe. What’s your favourite quality 
about her?
Phoebe’s best quality is that she’s unashamedly Phoebe. 
From her silver boots and fairy wings to her unique take 
on the world, she’s not someone who fades into the 
background.

How important is it that your book will be available in 
audio? 
It’s very important. People consume stories in different 
ways, and, like all authors, I want my book to reach as many 
eyes and ears as possible.

What are you looking forward to most about hearing 
Katy Federman narrate Swimming for Beginners? 
I was lucky enough to have Katy Federman narrate my 
debut novel, The Neighbours, and she did a brilliant job. It’s 
hugely exciting to have someone bring your words to life 
and with Katy I know I’m in very capable hands.

How important are libraries for authors? 
Libraries are hugely important. As I said before, all authors 
are desperate for their books to reach as many people as 
possible. Also, given the current cost of living crisis, it’s more 
important than ever that books are accessible to everyone.

What are you working on next?  
I know this is an incredibly annoying answer, but I can’t 
say too much about my next book. What I can say is that 
I’m working hard on it, and I’d like to think that people 
who enjoyed 
S w i m m i n g 
For Beginners 
will like the 
new one too.

INTRODUCING NICOLA GILL



READING HOUSE NEWS

“
“Hi, I’m Ceri, the new Publishing 
Assistant at Ulverscroft. I am 
delighted to share a brilliant selection 
of our upcoming titles for October to 
December!
Starting off with a bang, a star-studded cast featuring David Tennant and Clare Foy 
narrating the lost stories of Terry Pratchett in A Stroke of the Pen. Award-winning 
author Louis de Bernières returns with an incredible tale from the Cornish moors 
in Light Over Liskeard. Tennis lovers are sure to enjoy Judy Murray’s The Wild Card, 
where protagonist Abi contends with her troubled past amid her tennis comeback.

Family saga fans are in for a treat with the first in a brand-new series from Donna 
Douglas: The Nightingale Daughters. In Maggie Mason’s The Fortune Tellers’ 
Secret, travel back to 1920s Blackpool, or be transported to a Wiltshire valley in the 
heartbreaking Hawthorn Close by Anna Jacobs.

In a bumper season for mystery lovers, Richard Osman brings us another tale of 
crime solving shenanigans with The Last Devil to Die. Robert Galbraith also returns 
with The Running Grave where Cormoran Strike investigates unexplained deaths in 
a religious cult. More thrills are guaranteed in the highly anticipated Loyalty from 
Martina Cole and Jacqui Rose and Mick Herron’s The Secret Hours promises to be 
another gripping tale, as readers follow a disastrous MI5 mission in Cold War Berlin.

For non-fiction readers, we have two excellent tales of adventure and intrigue. 
Outlander stars Sam Heughan and Graham McTavish narrate their journey down 
under in Clanlands in New Zealand. Eastenders legend Ross Kemp likewise narrates 
his fascinating memoir, Take Nothing for Granted.

And of course, there are plenty of sparkling reads from the likes of Jenny Colgan 
and Heidi Swain to enjoy over the festive period!

Ceri
Publishing Assistant



FAMILY SAGA

MAGGIE MASON
THE FORTUNE TELLERS’ 
SECRET

Blackpool, 1922. Martha and Trisha may 
have escaped poverty, but their fortunes 
have yet to turn. Trisha blissfully happy 
on her wedding day, feels lonelier than 
ever as her husband Walter, keeps her 
at arm’s length… Meanwhile Martha’s 
past threatens everything she has as she 
must decide whether to risk exposing a 
secret... Will Martha’s gift of foresight be 
enough to see them through?

Read by Anne Dover
November 2023
11hrs 35mins £30.49

POSY LOVELL  
THE SEWING FACTORY GIRLS

Clydebank, 1911. Sadie works at the 
Sewing Machine factory as a way to 
make ends meet but for Ellen, she has 
sewing in her veins. When she discovers 
that work is to be reorganised, and they 
will be doing more work for less pay, 
Ellen feels betrayed. But then Sadie 
tells Ellen about a strike at her previous 
work-place, and Ellen gets an idea...

Read by Karen Bartke
December 2023
10hrs 20mins  £29.49

ANNA JACOBS
HAWTHORN CLOSE

In the peaceful Wiltshire valley of 
Essington St Mary, architect Corin 
Drayton stumbles upon a new building 
development that is set to destroy the 
quiet neighbourhood where he is busy 
renovating a home for himself and his 
wife Lucia. From the cottages and farms 
to the local shop and pub, residents’ 
lives are set to intertwine, relationships 
bloom, and both romance and heart-
ache lie ahead.

Read by Julia Barrie
December 2023
9hrs 20mins  £28.49

ELLIE CURZON
THE RATION BOOK BABY

England, 1940. When a knock comes at 
the door, District Nurse Annie Russell 
discovers a tiny new-born baby, alone 
but for a ration book beside her. When 
social services announce the child will 
be taken away if Annie can’t find the 
family soon, Annie worries – what if one 
of the fallen pilots is the father? Can 
Annie reunite them before it is too late?

Read by Polly Edsell
October 2023
9hrs 20mins £27.49

LYNN JOHNSON  
A NEW DAY AT PARADISE 
POTTERY

Martha Owen has not had an easy life. 
When her abusive father’s increasingly 
violent temper causes more turmoil 
for Martha and World War One causes 
more strain on the home front, a job at 
the Potteries feels like a lifeline. But will 
she be able to make a future for herself? 
And can she ever escape her father’s 
dark shadow over her?

Read by Julia Franklin
October 2023
10hrs 40mins £29.49

DONNA DOUGLAS  
THE NIGHTINGALE DAUGHTERS

It’s 1957, and three young women are 
beginning their nursing training at the 
Florence Nightingale Hospital. Winnie 
wants to win her mother’s approval 
and Viv has never been one to follow 
the rules - will becoming a nurse help? 
Beth is following her late sister’s dream 
but will it be the right path for her? The 
Nightingale Daughters are ready to rise 
to the challenge.

Read by Penelope Freeman
November 2023
8hrs 30 mins £27.49



GENERAL FICTION

JANE HOLLAND
THE SILVER RING

Cornwall, 1939. The wealthy silver-
smiths, the Cossentines, are poisoned, 
leaving their youngest son Maurice to 
inherit everything. Their daughter Ce-
leste flees with a unique silver ring and 
when the ring comes up for auction, 
it sparks a hunt for the Cossentine’s 
long-lost heir. Stella, learning her true 
identity, travels to Cornwall in the 
hope of proving her bloodline. But not 
everyone is happy to see her…  

Read by Emma Powell
October 2023
10hrs 20mins £28.49

JUDY MURRAY  
THE WILD CARD

Twenty years ago, Abigail Patterson put 
her promising tennis career on hold 
to have her baby son, Robbie. But as 
she’s suddenly swept up in the world 
she once left behind, Abi knows that 
it’s only a matter of time before her 
past and secrets are unravelled. Could 
her comeback destroy everything she’s 
sacrificed to protect?

Read by Emma Sidi
October 2023
9hrs 10mins £28.49

DIANNE YARWOOD
THE WAKES

Newly separated, Clare agrees to help 
her neighbour Louisa with a funeral 
catering business that has bitten off 
more than it can chew. Meanwhile, 
emergency doctor Chris has witnessed 
too many deaths, but still feels com-
pelled to attend the occasional wake. 
When Clare and Chris meet, the good 
in their lives is slowly illuminated. After 
all, the thing about death is that it makes 
life matter...

Read by Melissa Madden Grey
October 2023
8hrs 35mins  £27.49

REBECCA ALEXANDER  
DREAMS OF THE COTTAGE BY 
THE SEA

Nicole, desperately in need of a new 
start, instantly thinks of the beautiful, 
Morwen Island she loved as a student. 
Settling into island life, she feels like 
her old self again until she explores the 
haunted house where she once lived 
and discovers women who lived there in 
World War II, a long-forgotten family se-
cret, and a loss that will break her heart...

Read by Penelope Freeman & 
Laura Kirman
October 2023
9hrs 10mins £28.49

ANNIE SEATON 
OUTBACK DAWN
THE VISITOR

When Laura Adnum arrives in Augathella 
to visit the three sons of her deceased 
sister Julia, it seems she is there to 
cause trouble. Newly appointed 
doctor Harry Higgins is suspicious of 
Laura’s motives. Why has she suddenly 
decided to visit three nephews she has 
never met? He tries to ignore his instant 
attraction to this enigmatic woman but 
can they find peace through love? 

Read by Olivia Beardsley
October 2023
3hrs 55mins £23.49

ANDY MCDERMOTT
THE KNIGHTS OF ATLANTIS

Born into a family of successful pilots, 
Morag is used to flying high. When her 
beloved grandfather is taken ill, Morag 
leaves her fast-paced life to take over 
ferrying locals across the beautiful 
islands of the archipelago. But Morag 
is forced to crash-land where she 
discovers Gregor. Forced to seek shelter 
at his cabin, the pair are stuck together 
until help arrives....

Read by Simon Mattacks
October 2023
14hrs 25mins £33.49



GENERAL FICTION

LOUIS DE BERNIÈRES
LIGHT OVER LISKEARD

When Q’s led to believe a crisis is 
imminent for civilisation, he builds his 
own self-sufficient haven in Cornwall 
to ride out the storm. As city life gets 
complicated and electronic systems 
begin to fall apart, Q flourishes in the 
countryside, meeting several eccentric 
characters including a holy man waiting 
for the second coming; an Arthurian 
knight - and the amorous ghost of an 
Edwardian woman... 

Read by Rufus Wright
November 2023
11hrs 30mins £28.49

ANNE O’BRIEN 
A MARRIAGE OF FORTUNE

England, 1469. Margaret Paston knows 
that a favourable match for one of her 
daughters is the only way to survive 
losing Caister Castle. But her eldest 
daughter has fallen for a man below 
her station and Anne, first cousin to the 
Queen, has doubts that Sir John, heir 
to the Paston seat, will make her his 
wife. Each of these women must make 
a choice…

Read by Jilly Bond
December 2023
16hrs 25mins  £34.49

KATE FURNIVALL
CHILD OF THE RUINS

Berlin, 1948. World War II has ended. At 
a time of peace, the Russian troops have 
closed all access to the city with two 
million people trapped. In the aftermath 
of war, the line between right and wrong 
has now become dangerously blurred. 
Anna and Ingrid are on the search for 
answers – and revenge. But first they 
must search for a lost child.

Read by Imogen Church & 
Gloria Sanders
December 2023
13hrs 20mins £32.49

TERRY PRATCHETT  
A STROKE OF THE PEN
THE LOST STORIES

Far away and long ago, when dragons 
still existed, a wizard cautiously entered 
a smoky tavern in the evil, ancient, fog-
gy city of Morpork... These rediscovered 
tales written under a pseudonym and 
printed in the 1970s and 1980s hint 
towards the world Pratchett would go 
on to create, containing all of his trade-
mark wit, satirical wisdom and fantastic 
imagination. 

Read by Full Cast
November 2023
4hrs 35mins  £23.49

NICOLA GILL
SWIMMING FOR BEGINNERS

Loretta has life under control. She’s 
chasing a big promotion at work and is 
marrying a man whose plans align with 
her own. Children don’t come into the 
mix, but this all changes when a stranger 
in an airport asks Loretta to watch her 
daughter and never comes back. Know-
ing their lives will now change forever, 
Loretta begins to question everything she 
knows about herself.

Read by Helen Keeley
November 2023
8hrs 40mins £27.49

CAROLINE MONTAGUE
THE PIECES OF US

Marina and Hugh were once madly in 
love until they suffered the loss of their 
beautiful little daughter. Just when life 
feels like it may never regain colour, 
Marina and Hugh come across a striking 
china coffee pot in a London shop 
window, one that is connected with 
Hugh’s own family many years ago. Will 
digging into the past help Marina heal 
the present for them both?

Read by Antonia Beamish
November 2023
12hrs 15mins £31.49



MYSTERY

EDWARD MARSTON
DANGER OF DEFEAT

February 1918. Detective Inspector 
Harvey Marmion and Detective Sergeant 
Joe Keedy head to a sinister siege 
where one policeman has been shot 
dead and attempts at surrender are met 
with stony silence. When Keedy is hit 
and the men flee the scene, startling 
revelations emerge. A cold-blooded 
killer is intent on finishing the job he 
started and has Keedy in his sights.

Read by Gordon Griffin
November 2023
8hrs 35mins £27.49

THOMAS ENGER & JØRN LIER 
HORST 
STIGMA

Alexander Blix is a broken man. Convicted 
for avenging his daughter’s death, Blix’s 
former colleagues need Blix’s help track-
ing down a terrifying killer. Walter Kroos 
has escaped from prison and the only 
lead is in Blix’s prison ward. As he begins 
to piece things together, he identifies a 
community in Norway where inhabitants 
foster deadly secrets...secrets that may  
be the unravelling of everyone involved.

Read by James Lailey
November 2023
11hrs 25mins  £29.49

LEONORA NATTRASS
SCARLET TOWN

After escaping near imprisonment, 
Former Foreign Office clerk Laurence 
Jago and journalist William Philpott 
return to the town of Helston in the 
middle of a tumultuous election where 
only two men may vote. When one of 
them dies in suspicious circumstances 
and the other is poisoned, Laurence 
finds himself ensnared in generations 
of bad blood and petty rivalries, with his 
cousin’s fate in his hands...

Read by David Thorpe
November 2023
9hrs 55mins  £28.49

ROBERT GALBRAITH  
THE RUNNING GRAVE

Private Detective Cormoran Strike is 
on the case of a religious cult in the 
depths of the Norfolk countryside. On 
the surface it’s a peaceable organisation 
that campaigns for a better world, yet 
under the surface there are deeply 
sinister undertones, and unexplained 
deaths. Strike’s partner Robin Ellacott 
decides to infiltrate the cult. But in doing 
so, she’s unprepared for the dangers 
that await her... 

Read by Robert Glenister
October 2023
34hrs 10mins £47.99

DOUG JOHNSTONE  
THE OPPOSITE OF LONELY

As Skelf women recover from events 
that nearly claimed their lives and their 
funeral-director and private-investiga-
tion businesses get back on track, their 
cases are as perplexing as ever. With a 
body lost at sea, strange happenings 
in outer space, a funeral crasher with 
a painful secret, and an attack on one 
of the family, the Skelfs face their most 
personal – and perilous – cases yet.  

Read by Sarah Barron
October 2023
8hrs £27.49

DOUGLAS SKELTON 
CHILDREN OF THE MIST

We come from the mist, and to the 
mist we will return... A memorial service 
witnessed in the historic Black Wood of 
Rannoch sets Rebecca Connolly on the 
trail of the missing Fergus MacGregor. 
Every year his mother holds a memorial 
in the place Fergus loved. But is some-
thing malevolent hiding among the 
ancient trees or does the family really 
hold the key?

Read by Sarah Barron
October 2023
9hrs 25mins £29.49



MYSTERY / NON-FICTION / THRILLER

SAM HEUGHAN AND 
GRAHAM MCTAVISH
CLANLANDS IN NEW ZEALAND
KILTS, KIWIS, AND AN ADVENTURE DOWN 
UNDER

In this follow-up to the bestselling 
Clanlands, Sam and Graham document 
their journey across New Zealand. Fol-
low the Outlander stars as they explore 
historical Scottish influence, connect 
with rich culture and heritage, sample 
world-class food and drink, trek across 
incredible landscapes and much more.  
Read by Sam Heughan and 
Graham McTavish
December 2023
8hrs 45mins £27.49

ROSS KEMP
TAKE NOTHING FOR GRANTED
TALES FROM AN UNEXPECTED LIFE

Famous for his portrayal of the iconic hard-
man Grant Mitchell and maker of various 
documentaries, BAFTA-winning Ross Kemp 
is one of the UK’s most-loved TV stars. 
From his childhood in Essex to the Amazon 
rainforest, to auditioning for his part on 
EastEnders to filming shows in active war 
zones across the world, these are the 
heart-warming, hilarious and hard-hitting 
stories of Ross’s unexpected adventures.

Read by Ross Kemp
December 2023
8hrs 30mins  £27.49

EVE SMITH 
ONE

A one-child policy, abortion of ‘excess’ 
pregnancies and contraceptive implants 
is now required in the UK. Kai works 
for the ministry, ensuring anyone who 
exceeds their child quota pays the price. 
But Kai is about to discover an illegal 
sibling, a dark family secret, a series 
of heinous crimes and something so 
catastrophic it could bring down the 
government and tear her family apart 
too...

Read by Rose Robinson
October 2023
10hrs 50mins £28.49

LILJA SIGURDARDOTTIR  
WHITE AS SNOW

On a snowy winter morning, an aban-
doned shipping container is discovered... 
Inside are the bodies of five young 
women – one of them barely alive. As 
Icelandic Police detective Daníel struggles 
to investigate the most brutal crime of his 
career, Áróra unearths a connection to 
Daníel…  Pitted against the most ruthless 
criminals and the weather worsening, their 
investigations is about to get increasingly 
dangerous... for everyone.

Read by Colleen Prendergast
December 2023
7hrs 20mins £26.49

MIKE HOLLOW  
THE COVENT GARDEN MURDER

December, 1940. What is the season 
of goodwill is overshadowed by the 
death and destruction of the Blitz. 
When an air raid hits the Prince Albert 
Theatre in London’s Covent Garden, 
a man is found stabbed among the 
wreckage whispering what sounds like 
a fragmented confession. As Detective 
Inspector John Jago begins to inves-
tigate, he begins to question: was the 
murdered man himself a killer?

Read by Simon Mattacks
December 2023
9hrs 35mins £28.49

GINA KIRKHAM
MURDERS AT THE ROOKERY 
GRANGE RETREAT

Librarian Pru Pearce is preparing for 
her wedding to police detective Andy 
Barnes. But as one of the ladies at the 
Women’s Institute suffers a suspicious 
accident and one of Rookery Grange’s 
residents is asphyxiated with a pillow, 
the part-time detective is determined 
to solve the mystery. But is Pru about 
to unravel generations of murderous 
secrets and will she find the culprit?

Read by Julia Franklin
December 2023
9hrs 10mins £28.49



THRILLER

J.D. ROBB
PAYBACK IN DEATH

When a retired police officer is found 
dead in his home, Lt. Eve Dallas is called 
to the scene to investigate. At first 
glance it looks like suicide, but Captain 
Greenleaf put a lot of cops away during 
his forty-seven years in Internal Affairs... 
Did the weight of the job finally prove 
too much? Or could this be a case of 
payback in death...

Read by Susan Ericksen
November 2023
13hrs 55mins £31.49

ANTTI TUOMAINEN  
THE BEAVER THEORY

When Henri Koskinen, insurance mathe-
matician and adventure-park entrepreneur 
moves in with painter Laura Helanto and 
her daughter, he starts to wonder: is it 
possible to combine the dangerous world 
of the adventure-park business with the 
unpredictability of family life? In order to 
solve this impossible conundrum, Henri is 
forced to step beyond the mathematical 
precision of his comfort zone... and the 
stakes have never been higher...

Read by David Thorpe
December 2023
9hrs 10mins  £28.49

MARTINA COLE &  
JACQUI ROSE
LOYALTY

With her mother facing addiction, Dara 
Tailor has had to grow up fast, playing 
mother to her seven younger siblings. 
Grace Perry has led a sheltered life until 
her widowed mother is attacked and left 
for dead. Both girls taken into care form 
an unbreakable bond of loyalty. But 
when their loyalty is tested can they rely 
on each other to do the right thing?

Read by Annie Aldington
December 2023
14hrs 15mins £32.49

JOHN DICKSON CARR  
HE WHO WHISPERS

When Miles Hammond is attends a 
meeting at the Murder Club in London, 
he is treated to a strange tale involving 
the murder of a man, a tower, one 
staircase and theories of levitating 
vampires. Miles is  shocked to learn that 
the librarian he has just hired is none 
other than the woman at the heart of 
this bizarre and unsolved past murder. 

Read by Kris Dyer
November 2023
8hrs 25mins £27.49

MICK HERRON
THE SECRET HOURS

Two years ago, the Monochrome 
inquiry was set up to investigate the 
British secret service. But with progress 
blocked at every turn, Monochrome 
is circling the drain... until the OTIS file 
appears out of nowhere. 
What classified secrets does OTIS hold? 
What happened in Berlin that someone 
is desperate to keep under wraps? What 
the secret service do in the secret hours 
is very revealing…

Read by Seán Barrett
November 2023
12hrs 25mins £31.49

JO NESBØ 
THE NIGHT HOUSE

In the wake of his parents’ tragic deaths, 
14-year-old Richard Elauved is sent 
away to live with his relatives. When 
one of his classmates goes missing, 
everyone suspects Richard. Richard after 
witnessing a telephone booth suck Tom 
into the receiver traces the number to an 
abandoned house in the woods. There 
he catches a glimpse of a terrifying face 
in the window. Then the voices start...

Read by Edward Bourne
November 2023
6hrs 35mins £26.49



VAL MCDERMID 
PAST LYING 

Edinburgh is haunted by the ghosts of 
its many writers. DCI Karen Pirie knows 
she shouldn’t be surprised when an 
author’s manuscript with chilling sim-
ilarities to an unsolved case might just 
hold all the answers. But there’s a prob-
lem: the author died before he finished 
it. As Karen digs deeper, she uncovers a 
spiralling game of betrayal, revenge and 
more than one unexpected twist...

Thriller
October 2023
492pp  £25.49

EMILIA HART 
WEYWARD

One family and three different time 
periods. In Kate’s great-aunt’s cottage in 
Cumbria, secrets lurk, hidden since the 
17th century witch-hunts. Violet loves 
collecting insects and climbing trees, 
but her life is about to change forever. 
Altha with an uncanny connection to 
nature and animals, stands accused of 
witchcraft and killing a local man. But 
these women belong to the wild and 
cannot be tamed...

Historical Fiction
October 2023
414pp  £24.49

LARGE PRINT

WILBUR SMITH &  
MARK CHADBOURN  
TESTAMENT 

Plundered under the rule of Hyksos, 
Egypt is now under threat from those 
who seek to take advantage. Desperate 
to secure Egypt’s future, Taita the Magus 
summons his protege, Piay, to solve 
a powerful millennia-old riddle. But 
followers of Seth, the god of chaos, 
are determined to usher in a new age 
of darkness. Can Piay stop those who 
would wish to see Egypt’s ruin?

Adventure Suspense
October 2023
552pp  £25.49

RICHARD  OSMAN  
THE LAST DEVIL TO DIE

You’d think you would be allowed to 
relax over Christmas...but sadly it’s not 
the case for the Thursday Murder Club. 
A dangerous package is smuggled 
across the English coast and when it 
goes missing, chaos begins to unleash. 
The body count starts to rise, the clock 
is ticking down and a killer is heading 
to Coopers Chase. The gang face an 
impossible search and their most deadly 
opponents yet.

Mystery
October 2023
408pp  £25.49

DANIELLE STEEL 
THE WEDDING PLANNER 

Faith Ferguson is one of New York’s 
most sought-after wedding planners. 
But as much as Faith enjoys her work, 
two failed engagements have left her 
with no desire to get married herself. 
Instead, she finds fulfilment in her family 
relationships and career. But as she 
soon finds out, there’s not just one path 
to living happily ever after...

Romance
December 2023
282pp  £25.49

ROBERT GODDARD
THE FINE ART OF UNCANNY 
PREDICTION

Umiko Wada never set out to be a private 
detective. After her former boss Kazuto 
Kodaka dies in mysterious circumstances, 
Wada now a one-woman operation, 
is keen to avoid a similar fate. As she’s 
pulled into a labyrinthine conspiracy 
with links to a 27-year-old investigation 
by her late employer, it becomes clear 
that someone has gone to extraordinary 
lengths to keep the past buried...

Mystery
November 2023
480pp  £25.49



CHRISTMAS READS

HEIDI SWAIN
THAT FESTIVE FEELING

Holly has the place to herself this 
Christmas. Newly single and finding 
herself unsure about next steps for 
her career, she plans to hunker down 
and make some life decisions. As the 
local community comes together for 
the season’s festivities, Holly has some 
big decisions to make, but distractions 
close to home make thinking about the 
future trickier than ever...

General Fiction
Read by Karen Cass
December 2023
12hrs 40mins £31.49

MAISIE THOMAS  
CHRISTMAS WISHES FOR THE 
RAILWAY GIRLS
Joan is adjusting to life as a mother but 
is desperate to return to work on the 
railways. Margaret’s job is demanding. But 
when a friend is in crisis, she knows she 
must do everything she can to help. Alison 
loves the idea of organising a Christmas 
wedding until a long-held secret is 
revealed. Can the railway girls overcome 
their troubles in time for Christmas?

Family Saga
Read by Julia Franklin
December 2023
10hrs 35mins  £29.49

ERIN GREEN  
CHRISTMAS WISHES AT THE 
LAKESIDE COTTAGE

Lowry thinks her mum’s whirlwind mar-
riage is just a little rash, Helen struggles 
watching her ex-husband remarry again 
and Martha is guarding the Carmichael’s 
secrets with a secret of her own. As 
revelations come to light, these three 
women need to learn how to live for 
themselves too.

General Fiction 
Read by Victoria Brazier, 
Melanie Crawley & Lucy Scott
December 2023
10hrs 45mins  £29.49

DAISY STYLES
CHRISTMAS WITH THE ENGINE 
GIRLS

Hucknall, 1941. As female conscription 
looms, three women arrive at the Bell 
Works Factory to work. Lily soon realises 
her dream of piloting the planes; Edna 
longs to see her daughter again, and 
Jeannie fears the worst about her fiancé. 
But the Engine Girls with their ‘can do’ 
attitude, are determined to do all they can 
to ensure Britain is safe for the New Year. 

Family Saga
Read by Helen Lloyd
December 2023
11hrs 15mins  £30.49

JENNY COLGAN
MIDNIGHT AT THE CHRISTMAS 
BOOKSHOP

Carmen is at a loose end, things aren’t 
going easily for her and when the 
elderly owner of the bookshop comes to 
Carmen with a Christmas wish, Carmen 
knows she must buckle down to save 
the shop. But with the help of their 
neighbours, her nieces and nephew, and 
a very cute male nanny, Carmen might 
just pull off her greatest magic trick yet...

General Fiction
Read by Eilidh Beaton
December 2023
9hrs  £28.49

JANICE HALLETT
THE CHRISTMAS APPEAL

It’s soon Christmas in Lockwood, and 
The Fairway Players are busy rehearsing 
for the pantomime to raise money for 
the church roof appeal. But with threats 
to the chairman, props rumoured to be 
made from asbestos, someone intent on 
ruining the panto and the matter of the 
dead body, things aren’t looking jolly...

Mystery
Read by Aysha Kala, Daniel Philpott, 

Rachel Adedeji & Sid Sagar

November 2023
3hrs 20mins £23.49
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